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APPROVED 01.23.24
CITY OF OWEN COMMON COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
DATE:  Tuesday, January 09, 2024
LOCATION:  City Hall
TIME: 6:00pm
CITY OFFICIALS PRESENT: Mayor Scott Jalling
Alderpersons: John Mauel, Bob Wilczek, Pam Jaffke, Matt Riihinen and Ken Martine. Joan Jalling via phone.
ATTENDANCE LIST: Chief Fehlman, Clerk/Treasurer Tracy Rau, DPW Chad Smith, Deputy Kelly Booth
COMMUNITY ATTENDANCE: Cindy Cardinal/O-W Enterprise, Tom Jirschele
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Jalling at 6:00 pm & the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
 
Public Comment:  Tom Jirschele commented on the duplexes in Countryside Estates claiming the setbacks were not, correct? Also, in the Countryside Estates covenants there is a variance issue.

Approve 12.12.23 Meeting Minutes: Jaffke/Martine motion to approve minutes as written. Motion carried.
Convene into Closed Session: Wilczek/Martine motion to go into closed session. Motion carried.
WI S.S. 19.85 (1)(g) Conferring with legal counsel for the governmental body who is rendering oral or written advice concerning strategy to be adopted by the body with respect to the following litigation in which it is or is likely to become involved: 

Pending circuit court litigation regarding claimed breach of real estate sale agreement

Reconvene into Open Session:  Wilczek/Jaffke motion to go into open session. Motion carried.

Allow Mayor to execute all paperwork involved in closed session. Wilczek/Jaffke motion to approve recommendation. Motion carried.

Appoint New DRC Member: Adam Carr appointed. Mauel/Wilczek motion to approve. Motion carried.
Handbook Approval: Approve 9th Edition. Jaffke/Martine motion to approve. Motion carried. 
Attorney Contract: Contract for Year 2024. Martine/Jalling motion to approve. Motion carried. 
Public Work Report/TIF Update: Water- Cross Connection Inspections about complete. Suggested to us by Wisconsin Rural Water that we are included in the PFAS lawsuit with Napoli, no loss to the City of Owen. We installed the 2” meter at Metal Wholesale; the building is about complete, a little behind schedule due to materials. Sewer- did testing of PFAS results shared. Streets Department- Still looking to fill the open position with the DPW; Dave Laabs agreed to fill in on snow days and we will continue to rent the Dump Truck from the farm as in past years for $55.00 per hour. Focus on Energy through Xcel was here and completed their assessment with the library as needing the most attention with the lighting as well as the Senior Center an overall cost savings. Met with Jim Bohl today and he is waiting on DNR approval but has the plans ready to go in late spring in the Business Park; will be an addition of approximately twenty employees after Phase 1 and up to approximately forty after Phase 2. Countryside Esates is also coming along with the slab being poured he hopes to have building on it by Summer of 2024 as well as apartment building fall of 2024. The Council is happy with his progress and response. Jaffke/Mauel motion to accept report. Motion carried.
Mayors Report: TAP Grant is waiting for the Training to be completed. Also, Jason Thornton is doing a training that he has requested we are included in which will be held in February. Looking at our Emergency Disaster Plan being updated (we are currently working on) The Centennial Committee has sent out the $1000.00 down payment for the Lumberjack Contract; along with he will be picking up the jars of donations at local businesses. 
Other Reports: Police Meeting rescheduled to the 16th as they were out on a call; Winchell Construction was here to bid on the police garage; will continue to work on the quotes. Also, on February 3 the Fire Dept. will be on the Mill Pond completing their Ice Water Response Training.
Treasurers Report:  Martine/Wilczek motion. Motion carried.
Disbursements/Accounts Payable:  Mauel/Jaffke motion. Motion carried.
Future Agenda Items: Police, Tax Statements/Bowmar Re-Evaluation, Building Permits/Application
Adjourn: 7:23pm Wilczek/Martine motion. Motion carried.
Respectfully given to the best of my ability, Kelly Booth, Deputy Clerk
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